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1812.] Account of the Village of Blackstaff. 



qualizing temporal personal pro- 
perty, why not equalize stipend, 
real estate, goods, chattels, &c. ? 
Such a principle is contrary to rea- 
son and religion, and is the intro- 
duction of anarchy and confusion. 

7th. Reason. — Admitting, forargu- 
ment's sake, the propriety of the 
overture, it must be acknowledged 
to be an overture of importance, the 
discussion of it should have been 
postponed for a year, according to 
a rule read to that effect at the open- 
ing of the Synod. 

These reasons of protest, I claim 
to have inserted in my own name, 
and in the name of all who may ad- 
here. 

John Lowbv, Clotianese. 

To which protest, Messrs. Dixon, 
Sand-holes, — Brown, Six-mile cross, 
— Muirhead, Loughaghry, — Reid, 
Drumba:iagher, — and M'Auley, Bal- 
lybay, Ministers, adhered. 

The' above is truly copied from the 
minutes of said meeting, in the hands 
of the Clerk of the Burgher Synod. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

The following account of the vil- 
lage of Blackstaff; is extracted from 
the " Statistical Survey of the 
County tlonaghan;" as it is far from 
being generally known, 1 hope you 
will deem it worthy of insertion. 

S.M.S. 

" TT may not be unacceptable, to say 
afew wordsof the quondam village 
of Blackstaff, which is now no more. 
This village was composed of about 
two hundred miserable cabins, and 
its site was in the centre of five hun- 
dred acres of a range of bog, heath, 
and immense rock, which altogether 
had as glon.oy and forbidding a view, 
as could be presented to the eye ; 
the district around these habitations 
was so wretched, *o lately as tea 



years ago, that it had never been 
attempted to be cultivated; and the 
poor people who inhabited them, 
each had then a very limited portion 
of land, at a considerable distance 
fro n Blackstaff. 

" A curious law prevailed in this 
village for centuries, and was always 
implicitly attended to, until the co- 
lony were dispersed, and their huts 
levelled On a particular day, an- 
nually, all the inhabitants met to* 
gether, and chose from amongst 
themselves, a mayor or chief ma- 
gistrate, to whom was intrusted the 
care of the village, and he was •in- 
trusted with due power and autho- 
rity to maintain order and proper 
conduct amongst nis fellow-citizens. 
This potentate decided all quarrels 
and disputes, and there never was 
an instance known of an appeal 
from his decree, so impartially was 
justice administered. The only qua- 
lification for this office was the larg- 
est potato-garden, whose occupier 
ivas sure to be elected mayor. His 
fees of office, on any application, 
was a bottle of Whiskey which he 
always invited the disputants to par- 
take of with him, that he might see 
them friends again ; and it so hap- 
pened, whether from the little quar- 
rels of Ins neighbours, or their love 
for conviviality, so much of his 
time had to be devoted to the joys 
of the bottle, that his potato garden 
was neglected during his mayoralty, 
a.nd never was there an instance of 
his enjoying it for two successive 
years. It is not a little extraordi- 
nary, that so implicit a'u obedience 
was pail to his decisions, that the 
neighbouring magistrates had never 
any trouble From this quarter. 

" The inconvenient distance of 
their habitations from their farms, 
and the danger of allowing so many 
many families in close compact in 
the late disturbed times, occasioned 
the necessity of dispersing them; 
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and cabins having been built on 
their several farms, they were re- 
luctantly obliged to abandon their 
favourite village, to which they long 
had clung with ail the inherent 
fondness, which attaches human na- 
ture to oui naiive soil ; or has their 
patriotism been extinguished, as 
they j et frequently visit its dear re- 
mains, and on the ruins of Black- 
staff, still celebrate their ancient 
spoils and pasitmts." 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



«« Gentle tea, that smells like new-won hay," 

THERE are lew, if any, of the ne- 
cessaries or luxuries of life, of 
which the use has increased so much 
within the last 200 years, as that of 
tea. At the tables of both the weal- 
thy and poor, the increase has been 
very remarkable, so much so, that 
this article, which, within the above- 
mentioned time, scarcely made its ap- 
pearance, even in our custom- house 
books, now forms an important article 
in the revenue, paying, before it ar- 
rives on our tables, upwards of eigh- 
ty per cent. - 

\n the present age, the increase 
ol its use has been very conspicuous ; 
aboutsixty yearsago.it wasonly drank 
by persons in the higher ranks of life ; 
and within my memory, which falls 
short of that time, if those who were 
in pretty comfortable circumstances, 
used it on a Christmas morning, 
Easter-sunday, or the unexpected 
visit of a triend, the outer door was 
sure to be secured, lest their neigh- 
bours should know ot such an ex- 
traordinary feast. Even on those 
occasions, little respect was paid to 
what is termed elegance, by our 
modern tea-parties; the tea-kettle 
being rare, the tea was usually boiled 
in a commo ■ nou-pot, ami sometimes 
poured forth in the common vessels 



of the kitchen. At present, the 
scene is completely reversed, the 
doors of the lower order are rather 
thrown open on those occasions, that 
the neighbours may witness, their 
good cheer; and even in the obscure 
hamlet, few are without their tea 
equipage, which usually forms the 
most striking object in the cup- 
board, or on the shelf. 

lea was first introduced into tin's 
kingdom about 1636; in 1680, it 
was drank mixed with milk or cream, 
and in 1687, many persons smoked 
it like tobacco. By a computation 
taken about 16 years ago, it was 
supposed that 18 'or 20,000,000 lbs. 
weight was consumed annually in 
Great Britain and Ireland, since 
which time, its use is certainly on 
the increase. The exports from 
Great Britain to other countries is 
also pretty considerable; in i809, 
.£.714,98.°- worth was exported, by 
the custom house's returns, beside 
that by smugglers, which is sup- 
posed to amount to a considerable 
sum. 

Part of the cheap teas are believed 
to be factitious ; formerly they were 
said to be more so than at present. 
In 1724, 1730, and 1776, the le- 
gislature passed several acts against 
this practice, which had then in- 
creased to a great degree The leaves 
said to have been used in this man- 
ner, were those of the ash and aloe, 
both being boiled and dryed ; the 
leaves of other plants have been 
used lately for the like purpose ; 
the deception is not easily discover- 
ed by the eye, after they have un- 
dergone the processes of boiling, 
drying, and beetling. 

Many treatises have been writ- 
ten on the qualities of tea, some of 
which endeavour to prove, that it 
dtbiliates the constitution; this per- 
haps may be true, as far as it re- 
spects the cheap teas used by the 
poorer classes, but it is more than 



